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Report of the Hopkinton School Board 

Our Schools 

During the past year, Hopkinton schools and faculty members were recognized and honored for 

outstanding performance in public education:  

 Best High School in New Hampshire, US News and Word Reports, April 2014 

 Maple Street School, Commissioner’s Circle of Excellence, NH DOE, October 2014 

 Michael Alberici, Christa McAuliffe Sabbatical, NH Charitable Foundation, April 2014 

 Bill Carozza, Technology Impact Award, NHASCD, December 2014 

 

Following a one year trial, the Board adopted a new mission statement for the Hopkinton School 

District “Above All, Care.”  These three words are built on the belief that care is essential to 

what we do together as students, educators, families and community.  

Student Body and Enrollment 

Enrollment at nearly every public school in the state has dropped over the last ten years. Lower 

enrollment presents a challenge for small school districts like Hopkinton. It makes it difficult to 

organize clubs and athletic teams and to provide a wide array of courses at the high school. 

Partnerships with nearby schools has enabled Hopkinton to continue to offer the variety of 

programs for our students, including clubs like FIRST Robotics and courses offered through the 

Regional Technology Center in Concord. However, it has also been necessary to make the 

difficult decisions based on student enrollment that result in fewer class sections at the middle 

and high schools and a reduction in teachers in grades 1 and 3. 

Students in Hopkinton enjoy success both in the classroom and on the field.  Ninety percent of 

recent graduates plan to continue their education by attending two or four year colleges.  More 

than sixty-five percent of our high school and middle school students participate in organized 

athletics. Teams from Hopkinton won state titles in Nordic skiing, cross country running, and 

soccer. Students performed at the highest levels in the Allstate and New England Music Festivals 

as well as Fine Arts Forensics competitions (Poetry Out Loud, Rotary Four Way Speech 

Contest). The real success of these programs is not measured by the number of banners and 

trophies, but when students embrace a healthy lifestyle, demonstrate academic achievement, 

display the values of teamwork and sportsmanship, and take on leadership roles. 

Educational Programs 

The Full Day Kindergarten (FDK) program approved by voters last year is in full swing. We’d 

like to thank you again for your overwhelming support of FDK. More districts throughout the 

state are following Hopkinton’s lead and plan to introduce FDK in their communities. The 

benefits of FDK will not only be felt in the communities that offer it, but will be felt across the 

State, manifesting in higher graduation rates, a higher percentage of residents who continue their 

education after high school, a stronger workforce and improved economic development.  

The Hopkinton “E-Series” launched last year was a huge success. Following the inspirational 

keynote speech by Gary Hirshberg, co-founder and CEO Stonyfield Farm, and a round table 

discussion with local entrepreneurs, students embarked on a series of evening events held in the 

high school library that featured discussions on topics like marketing, operations and finance, 

and culminated with a “shark tank” styled business plan competition. Four student teams were 

each awarded $500 grants to start or expand their businesses. Our thanks go out to the non-profit 

Hopkinton Schools Foundation and the Concord Chamber of Commerce for supporting these 
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grants and to the entrepreneurs who shared their stories and inspired our youngsters in their 

entrepreneurial pursuits. 

The E-series continues this year with evening programs every month featuring local 

entrepreneurs. The program is free and open to the community. The program schedule is 

available at the high school office and on the web at facebook.com/eseriesNH. 

The Budget 

The proposed budget for FY16 was designed from the ground up to support the District’s goals 

to ensure student learning, employ best practices in all areas of operation, and enable all students 

to continue their education after graduation.   

Teachers are presently in the first year of a four-year contract and custodians are in the first year 

of a two-year contract approved by voters in March 2014. Instructional assistants are in the 

second year of a three-year contract. Salary increases associated with these contracts are 

contained in the FY16 budget and the total proposed budget increase is less than the estimated 

increase in salaries when the contracts were approved by voters last year. 

The budget process began in October with recommendations from the building principals and 

department heads. During December, the Superintendent presented his budget to the Board and 

together we worked out a budget that we feel meets the community’s expectations for public 

education in a fiscally responsible way. The proposed budget for the next school year represents 

a $198,862 (1.15%) increase over the current year, allocates staff appropriately to meet changes 

in student enrollment, improves access to broadband internet services, and sustains the 

educational programs and services necessary for the District to meet its goals. Care is taken to 

meet the community’s priority on education and make sure tax dollars are not wasted. 

Our Role in the Community 

Community volunteers continue to play a major role in making Hopkinton schools among the 

best in country. We would like to extend our thanks to every volunteer for their generous 

donation of time and skill. Programs such as musicals, concerts, athletic events, the Got Lunch 

program, Shed a Light on Bullying, and the Celebration of the Arts are at the heart of what 

makes Hopkinton special and a wonderful place to live and raise a family. 

The Board would also like to recognize and thank Nancy Alibrandi, Valerie Aubry, and Martha 

Kruse, all highly respected faculty and staff that retired in 2014 with over forty years of 

combined service to the District. 

The School Board extends its thanks and appreciation to all our faculty and administrators for 

their dedication to excellence, to our custodial staff for preparing our facilities for numerous 

events as well as for school each day, to Mr. Chamberlin for his vision and leadership, and to 

you, the members of our community, for your continued support and active involvement in our 

schools.   

Respectfully submitted by the Hopkinton School Board, 

David J. Luneau, Chair 

January 1, 2015 
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